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Bismillahir Rahmanir Rahim  

Mr. Toshihito Tamba  

Chairman, Japan-Bangladesh Committee for Commercial and Economic Cooperation,  

Distinguished Leaders of Business and Industry from Japan and from Bangladesh,  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

Assalamu Alaikum and a very good afternoon to you all.  

                                                                              

          I thank you for inviting me to this gathering of elite businessmen and entrepreneurs of 

Japan. I very much appreciate your presence here despite your busy schedule. Japan today is as 

a major global economic power, and Bangladesh admires your achievements and standing in the 

world. Today's event has given me opportunity to speak before you to help build Bangladesh in 

the way you have done for Japan.  

          Japan is our single largest development partner. Japan's ODA has made visible impact in 

our progress. Due to Japan's and other bilateral and multilateral donor support, Bangladesh has 

reached the socio-economic take off stage. I am happy that some Japanese giants as Marubeni, 

Docomo, Mitsubishi, NTT, KDDI, UNIQLO, SEIYU have realized our potential and are already in 

Bangladesh.  

Bangladesh, with a population exceeding 150 million, has tremendous potentials and is 

now enjoying a secular democracy. We intend to make Bangladesh a regional hub with road, rail, 

air and water connectivity with all countries in the region. Our future plans, therefore, includes a 

modern deep sea port, and another sea port in addition to the Chittagong and Mongla ports, and 

a world class international airport. To facilitate their construction, and building other 

infrastructures as highways, subways, mono-rail, railroads, power stations etc, our government 

has adopted an innovative Public-Private-Partnership Policy.  

We have also adopted policies for effective use of ICT, amongst others, in reaching 

education, health, and services to people's homes. Besides, we have liberal trade and investment 

policies, which include tax holiday, concessionary duty on the import of machinery, remittance of 

royalty, technical know-how and fees, allowing 100% foreign equity, unrestricted exit policy, full 

repatriation facilities of dividend and capital, on exit etc. They are steadily attracting investments 

from abroad. Consequently, despite the recent global meltdown and the effects of climate change, 

Bangladesh could maintain an annual growth rate of around 6%.  

Our standing now is among the first 60 economies of the world. The Euromonitor 

International has placed Bangladesh among the next 11 emerging economies; Goldman Sachs 

have included us in their list of "Next Eleven"; J.P. Morgan, in their "Frontier Five"; and Standard 

& Poor (S&P) and Moody's have placed Bangladesh ahead of all South Asian nations, except India. 

Even Japanese economic observers have praised our sound fiscal and monetary management. 

Thus, investment in our country today would assuredly return high dividends tomorrow.  

I, therefore, call upon on all of you to come to Bangladesh, either with full investment or 

on joint venture partnership with our dynamic and ever growing class of young, educated 

entrepreneurs. I invite you to invest in power sector, infrastructures, shipbuilding, IT industry, 

automobiles, textiles and agro-based industries, amongst others. I would also request you to 

seriously consider our Public-Private-Partnership Policy (PPP) particularly in ventures such as the 



new seaport, the new international airport, power, metro-rail, subways and all forms of 

communication and transportation infrastructures.  

The two way trade between Bangladesh and Japan has been increasing rapidly. Latest 

figure indicate Japan's export to Bangladesh was more than one billion dollars while its import 

from Bangladesh was US $ 330 million. I believe there is immense but as yet unexplored potential 

for increasing as well as balancing trade between our two countries. Demands for our products 

like garments, pharmaceuticals, ships, ceramics, leather products, frozen shrimps and handicrafts 

could easily be increased in the Japanese market.  

During my talks with the Japanese government leaders, I shall request formation of a Joint 

Working Group on Business and Economic Cooperation. This could help establishing an Economic 

Partnership Agreement, between Bangladesh and Japan, which would add a new impetus and 

accelerate the process of doing business between our two countries.  

Ladies and Gentlemen,  

I would like to conclude with an earnest request to all of you to kindly play your important 

role in promoting bilateral trade and investment between Bangladesh and Japan. On our part, we 

would welcome you most warmly to Bangladesh, and assure you of my government's fullest 

cooperation in your pursuit of successful business activities. I believe your presence and 

participation would be to our mutual advantage, and definitely Bangladesh would gain by it in 

terms of improving the quality of life of her people.  

I thank you all for your kind attention.        

Khoda Hafez  

Joi Bangla, Joi Bangabandhu  

May Bangladesh Live Forever  

Long Live Bangladesh - Japan Friendship.  

--- 


